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Materializing Better Futures: 11 Intersectional
Feminist Design Principles in Action

fo ot L Milena Radzikowska (Mount Royal U) and Stan Ruecker (U Illinois Urbana-Champaign)

ALSO

Jennifer Roberts-Smith (U Waterloo)
Gabrielle Dickson (Mount Royal U)

Xinye Zhou (U Illinois Urbana-Champaign)
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Constraints Ingredients Constraints Pricing

L @

‘ Radzikowska,

| ! Ll ——— ici
Banana Strawberry Vanilla Chocolate PrOtOtype for Decision
Support System, 2015
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commitments

research areas

key terms

projects

EMERGENT AND
ITERATIVE

feminist reading group

projects & ideas

www.qcollaborative.com



Producing design research that will lead to
better futures for those who are currently
under-seen, under-heard, and under-valued.



Public

Intersectional

Seeking new models, processes, and craft
Experimental

Interested in wicked problems

o U oA~ W=

At the intersection of performance and
technology
7. Committed to signal-boosting

- /m,/+,,,9 The socted I 8. Community-focused
. gabnc in /9057‘ (ongllcf | 9. Recognizes students as intellectual contributors

Vesign por e af; ona(:fy* /17 | 10. Collaborative
Nt ’ 11.  Welcoming (expecting) critique




PROJECTS

1. It's a Wicked World: Feminist Design for Project

Management (Radzikowska, Ruecker, Roberts-Smith)



IWW

project management platform

Stratford Festival O U Q

Welcome! Lisa

ACTIONABLE

Projects Impact Assessment
A future where it's possible for
sub project1 We did analysis ... We observed We interviewed 59 people ... . ..
brts e, | i SRS project managers to explicitly
g identify and accommodate the
sty et individual and collective goals of all
i Deliverable | the stakeholders on the project.
.9 000 .p.
L g owow

o .. Stakeholders can choose to
construct their own versions of the

- future or default to those provided
e by the system that are “close
ki enough”.
Stakeholders Arrange by Organization
University of Toronto &', 3 ’ ;‘ ﬂ @
Stratford Festival @ @ )

nateorvesin o) (@) Xinyue, Prototype for It's a Wicked World, 2016
Nam

Name



PROJECTS

2. DeColonizing Informed Consent
(Radzikowska, Roberts-Smith, Dickson)



We invite you to participate in a study about students' response to
curriculum about the Nova Scotia Home for Colored Children.

Below, you will find information about the project: who is involved,
what will happen if you choose to participate, your rights to
confidentiality, and any risks and benefits of participating.

What is this research about?

Through this study we hope to gain insights into: virtual reality storytelling: learning about difficult knowledge:
and a restorative approach to learning.

Do | have to participate in

o the lessons taking place in 2 - Do | have to participate in
ﬁ I rl my classroom on the Home? \.5 I m research about this lessons?

What happens if | choose to participate?

Researchers come to your class to co-teach and observe the lessons.

INTERSECTIONAL

Through intersectional feminism we aim to
shift the basic understanding of what
knowledge is and of how research outcomes

can be assessed and shared.

Dickson, Informed Consent Re-Design, 2019



@ Your rights as a participant

What if I choose not to participate? What if | choose to withdraw?

o B @ Ifyouchoose to withdraw
If you choose not to participate, Sk before January 31st, 2020 we
researchers will not collect will delete any information we
information from you. have collected from you.

There are no consequences to withdrawing.

Will my name be used if | choose to participate?

We will use a pseudonym Information collected will be Video-recordings made
(made up name) to stored in a secure location during the research will be
identify you. and on a password protected transcribed and the video
drive that is accessible only will be destroyed.
to the researchers.

Information collected will be used for the purposes of future teaching, presentations, and publications.

What are the risks and benefits if | participate?

Risks Benefits

There are no risks to the study beyond what you Your participation will provide valuable

will already be learning in class. You may feel information about how this curriculum may be
uncomfortable discussing issues, such as racism taught in the future.

and abuse.

e If you have any questions, please ask.

COMMUNITY FOCUSED

Re-imagining informed consent as actively
communicating respect for the dignity and
worth of human beings and their communities,
and their right to choice.

Re-colonized informed consent considers, as its
starting point, the trauma that has been
inflicted on marginalized communities by
organizations and researchers.

Dickson, Informed Consent Re-Design, 2019



PROJECTS

3. Design for Peace: Design Research and Intersectional
Feminism in Prototyping for Reconciliation
(Ruecker, Radzikowska, Roberts-Smith)
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TaDIC 2019 (Tumaco): A Feminist Approach

1. Activity introducing ways of thinking about how design prototypes can get

us from the present to the future (or are these futures?)
2. Dedicated session to discuss gender issues.
3. A communal story wall to center marginalized voices.

4. Another iterative activity—in 3 parts—focusing on the creation of

performative prototypes that express the evolution of relationships.
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RECOGNIZING STUDENTS
AS INTELLECTUAL
CONTRIBUTORS




Milena Radzikowska
@DrRadzikowska
www.milenaradzikowska.com

mradzikowska@mtroyal.ca

Stan Ruecker
@SRuecker
sruecker@id.iit.edu

qlab expects, welcomes, & responds
substantively and publicly to
rigorous critique.

www.qcollaborative.com

@qcollaborators
@aestheticResistance


https://twitter.com/qcollaborators
http://www.milenaradzikowska.com

