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Producing design research that will lead to 
better futures for those who are currently 
under-seen, under-heard, and under-valued.



1. Public

2. Intersectional

3. Seeking new models, processes, and craft

4. Experimental

5. Interested in wicked problems

6. At the intersection of performance and 

technology

7. Committed to signal-boosting

8. Community-focused

9. Recognizes students as intellectual contributors

10. Collaborative

11. Welcoming (expecting) critique



PROJECTS

1. It’s a Wicked World: Feminist Design for Project 

Management (Radzikowska, Ruecker, Roberts-Smith)

2. DeColonizing Informed Consent 

(Radzikowska, Roberts-Smith, Dickson)

3. Design for Peace: Design Research and Intersectional 

Feminism in Prototyping for Reconciliation 

(Ruecker, Radzikowska, Roberts-Smith) 



Xinyue, Prototype for It’s a Wicked World, 2016

ACTIONABLE

A future where it’s possible for 
project managers to explicitly 
identify and accommodate the 
individual and collective goals of all 
the stakeholders on the project. 

Stakeholders can choose to 
construct their own versions of the 
future or default to those provided 
by the system that are “close 
enough”.
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INTERSECTIONAL

Through intersectional feminism we aim to 

shift the basic understanding of what 

knowledge is and of how research outcomes 

can be assessed and shared.

Dickson, Informed Consent Re-Design, 2019



COMMUNITY FOCUSED

Re-imagining informed consent as actively 
communicating respect for the dignity and 
worth of human beings and their communities, 
and their right to choice.

Re-colonized informed consent considers, as its 
starting point, the trauma that has been 
inflicted on marginalized communities by 
organizations and researchers.

Dickson, Informed Consent Re-Design, 2019
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TaDIC 2019 (Tumaco): A Feminist Approach

1. Activity introducing ways of thinking about how design prototypes can get 

us from the present to the future (or are these futures?)

2. Dedicated session to discuss gender issues.

3. A communal story wall to center marginalized voices.

4. Another iterative activity—in 3 parts—focusing on the creation of 

performative prototypes that express the evolution of relationships. 



INTERESTED 
IN WICKED 
PROBLEMS



PUBLIC



RECOGNIZING STUDENTS 
AS INTELLECTUAL 
CONTRIBUTORS



qlab expects, welcomes, & responds 
substantively and publicly to 
rigorous critique. 
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